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BLESSED BE THE TIES

-~ - unday, Sep. 18, Plymouth

S begins a six-week
exploration of the theme
“Blessed Be the Ties.” Both

9 am and 11 am services are
invited to consider how our
relationship with the Holy
forms and sustains us. Look at
the possibility of transformation
and celebrate our common
connections with God and each
other. Join us each week and explore difterent aspects of this theme:
* Sep 18: Formed — We are formed by God, gifted by God,
given life by God and held in God’s hands like clay by the
potter.

*  Sep 25: Chosen — Have you ever felt chosen by God? Is God
choosing you right now?

*  Oct 2: Woven — We are woven together in God's creation.
Our relationships tie us to the earth and all creatures that dwell
opon it.

°  Oct 9: Held — Jesus proclaimed a new relationship with a
loving God that holds us close. Just as we are held lovingly by
God, we are called to similarly hold closely those we love —
physically, emotionally and spiritually.

*  Oct 16: Forgiven — Jesus forgave again and again. We open
ourselves to Christ’s presence and answer the call to be his
compassion poured out in the world, creating ties of love.

*  Oct 23: Blessed — Jesus always lifted up those who were put
down. We are called to do likewise. How will we be a blessing

for others? 4
CHORAL ARTS NW BEGINS SEASON

Choral Arts Northwest, Plymouth’s artist-in-residence, perform
their first concert of the season, Duruflé’s masterpiece Requient,
at 3 pm, Sunday, September 25. Joined by organist Douglas
Cleveland, mezzo soprano Stacey Sunde, cellist Virginia
Dziekonski and the Jubilate! Young Women’s Ensemble

from St. James Cathedral, Choral Arts graciously offers all
Plymouth members a 25% ticket discount. Access the discount
via their website, Choral ArtsN'W.org and use coupon code

“PlymouthUCC.” e
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ART AND SPIRIT
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“After and Before,” monotype print, Tracy Simpson
When asked to share their work with the community, three Plymouth
artists stepped up with enthusiasm; Marilyn Bumpas, Joey Robinson
and ‘Tracy Simpson. These works will be on display in Hildebrand Hall
and the Lounge through Sunday, October 23.

Here, Tracy connects one of her four works After and Before
(monotype print/pencil and acrylic) with our church-wide
theme Blessed Be the Ties. Read more about the artists and their
sources of inspiration in coming weeks.

“After and Before is meant to be a visual representation of how,
in the face of setbacks or painful challenges, we tend to draw
mental lines demarcating the before from the after such that
the before is seen as easier, better, rosier than the after, whether
it really was or not. How I see this idea intersecting with
Plymouth’s blessed community ties is that we’ve been through
a lot together the last few years, some of which we may be
prone to look back on with strong opinions about how much
better things were before whatever situation we want to point
to occurred. My hope is that as we navigate our immediate and
middle future, we can look back with kindness and generosity
of spirit and resist the temptation to recast the ‘befores’” in
overly glowing terms or the ‘afters” in overly negative terms. If
we can count it all joy, I think the Plymouth community can
learn together what we need to learn as we stumble toward the
light, holding each other steady through the dark patches we’ll
inevitably encounter along the way.” —Tiacy Simpson 4+

!

PLYMOUTH CHURC

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

The Publication of Plymouth Church UCC
1217 Sixth Avenue, Seattle, Washington 98101
206.622.4865 PlymouthChurchSeattle.org

Submissions:
RTurner@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org






