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WAITING FOR LIGHT

here 1s waiting, and

there 1s waiting,.
Some wait for buses they
can see coming down
the road. They wait for
a date who has said is on
her way or for a dinner
already ordered. They
wait, knowing that in
due time, what they
expect will come to pass.
Others wait with no

assurance their hope will
ever be realized. These

Rev. Kelle Brown

that wait with growling stomachs, for relief while bombs come
closer and closer to their part of Aleppo, wait in loneliness, in
grief, in their frustration, in the dark.

This is the tension of Advent. We can never be sure what the
light will mean to us in this time, but it does mean that God is
working in the dark to prepare our way. We can be sure that
what we need most will comel!

God does God’s best work 1n the dark. If you find yourself there,
you are not alone. Scriptures remind us, *“...those who wait for
the LORD shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with
wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall

walk and not faint.”

Therefore, don’t lose heart! Let us wait for joy, and work even
while despairing. Let us wait for peace, and fight and pray
through chaos and war. Let us wait for answers, all the while
living in hope, for in the end, we can be sure that the darkness
will not overcome the light, and that the light is ever more
brilliant on the backdrop of the night.

There 1s waiting, and there is waiting — and God is with us.
—Rev. Kelle Brown 4~

WORSHIP ON LONGEST NIGHT

Rev. Kelle Brown ofticiates a Longest Night service at 7 pm,
Wednesday, December 21 in Hildebrand Hall. Please join us for
message, music, food and time for reflection. 4~

E ML December 14, 2016

CELEBRATE WITH PLYMOUTH

Celebrate the wonder of
Christmas at Plymouth
Church, Christmas Eve,
Saturday, Dec. 24. At
the 5 pm service, the
Christmas story will be
brought to life through
Lessons and Carols

with a visit from Mary,
Joseph and Baby Jesus.
Also, hear Plymouth
Soul Choir, special

musical guests and the Christmas Eve services at 5 & 9 pm
Fisk organ, played by
Dr. Wanda Griffiths. Message will be delivered by Rev. Kelle

Brown and service concludes with candles and an all-sing Silent
Night, followed by refreshments in the Lounge.

The 9 pm service, also led by Reverend Kelle Brown, begins
with an inspirational 8:30 pm musical prelude featuring
Plymouth Chancel Choir, Organist Dr. Wanda Griffiths, string
ensemble and Harpist John Carrington, Lessons and Carols and
candle-lighting. Refreshments will be served until 8:30 pm, in
the Lounge.

A special oftering will be collected at Christmas Eve services,
designated for Teen Feed, a local organization that provides basic
needs for homeless young people to aid them in starting a life off
the streets and the UCC Christmas Fund, which provides direct
assistance to retired clergy and laypersons. Free parking available
for both services in Plymouth and IBM garages. 4~

A WORD ABOUT CHRISTMASTIDE

Christmas and the following twelve days (culminating in the

feast of the Epiphany) is a season when the church reflects on the
Incarnation (or embodiment) of God as a human being: “The
Word became a human being and lived among us, and we have
seen his glory...” (John 1:14). In Christ, God enters human history
and identifies fully with the human condition. The traditional
colors of the season are White or Gold, symbolizing joy in the

light of day. 4~
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