" HERALD

Number 31

WHEN HABITAT BECOMES
SANCTUARY
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Series
continues this
Sunday, April 30,
when we welcome
guest speaker
Clive Rainey,
Habitat for
Humanity’s first

Welcome Clive Rainey at 10 am Faitiz &Lg’}"e and 11 am n/or.\‘l;ip. volunteer. Calling
on scripture from
Ezekiel and Nehemiah, Rainey speaks at 10 am Faith & Life in

Hildebrand Hall and at the 11 am service on “Empowered by

God and invited into partnership: How will you respond?”

Rainey first became involved with Habitat while teaching
reading and social studies to 7th and 8th graders in a southern
Georgia school district where students could not read their own
names.

Visiting students’ homes, he discovered many lived in shacks
without running water or electricity. “I knew then I would
never change those lives in a classroom,” he said, “I went straight
to Millard Fuller, founder of HFHI, and said, ‘Sign me up!””

In addition to his travels to Uganda, where Habitat built the
first simple two-room houses, Rainey said the excitement
and hope of the people demonstrated scripture come to life in
real time. Dedicating most of his adult life to Habitat projects
in Guatemala, Rainey worked with Plymouth volunteers.
“He oftered support and encouragement during what turned
out to be some very hard work. He is a compelling speaker
whose diligence comes from a strong Christian background,”
said Jeanette Hagen, Team Leader for 2017 Plymouth Habitat
Guatemala team.

Habitat’s philosophy is grounded in the premise that a person
without a home is like a plant lying on the ground with its
roots exposed. Unless it’s planted and can receive water and
nourishment, the plant will dry up and die. A decent place to
live gives rootless lives a place to grow and thrive.
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Anyone can volunteer both in their home areas and around the
world. Go to Habitat.org and follow links for “where we build”
and “how to get involved.” One person can make a difference
and many can make a world of difference.

“Habitat is one of the most powerful ways to engage in
Christian mission at home or abroad and the rewards of doing so
are greater than anyone can imagine,” adds Rainey. 4

DOVES OF PEACE ARE FLYING
Many thanks to all E %'

who participated in the
mosaic dove art currently
hanging in the Sanctuary,
Hildebrand Hall and
Lounge. They are beautiful!

i

The doves of peace
suspended around the
perimeter of the Sanctuary
were created to deepen

our sense of possibility as
Easter people poised to take
flight. The Islamic patterned
papers remind us of our connections with our Muslim sisters and
brothers, and by extension, all peoples of the world, as we strive
to journey together creatively and hopefully in love, peace and

And the Spirit like a dove descended...

deep mutual respect.

e in. Never in our lifetime has this passionate,
stian family of ours been more important.

ple in our neighborhoods looking for the kind
onfidence and moral integrity that we embody

e of a still-speaking God. We must continue to find
to engage people outside our church walls and to
ipport, the resources and the joint witness that will
o walk in the footsteps of the living Christ with
love. Yours in resurrection hope,

2, Moderator; Rev. Mike Denton, Conference Minister 4
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CONVERSATIONS CONTINUE SHALL WE GATHER?

All are welcome and Thank you, Horizon House folks, for hosting Neighborhood
encouraged to participate ~ Gatherings and inviting Plymouth staff to share what’s

in congregational happening at Plymouth. These quarterly gatherings offer
conversations at 12:15 wonderful, spirit-filled time to share in fellowship, friendship
pm, Sunday, April and current events.

30, in the Sanctuary. Special thanks go to cookie bakers Jim Reynolds, Karen

Moderator Al Wallace, Gwilym, Barbara Rhoe and Maryann Counts. Thanks also
Richard Wilson, Mike to helpers Charlotte Robins, Mae Durland, Maryann Counts,

Bylaws, Collaborative Ministry, Calling s Pierson and Susan Barbara Rhoe and Betty Eberharter. Our next Horizon
Berry will be joined House Neighborhood Gathering is scheduled for June 15.

by Jerry Landeen, former University Congregational UCC Cookie contributions are welcome. Contact Betty Eberharter:

Moderator and Margaret Stine, current Assistant Moderator Beberharter@msn.com. 3

and Rev. Liz Oettinger. Discussion follows with questions SPECIAL THAN KS

from the congregation regarding collaborative ministry and
proposed changes in Plymouth by-laws. Changes will allow for
the additional ministerial leadership model and other updating
of language to reflect current operations and governance needs.
Detailed document is available at PlymouthChurchSeattle.org/
Our Priorities and at the church office.

[n addition, chat with Council members in the Lounge between

services, after 9 and 11 am worship. Neighborhood groups are
also available. RSVP to host:

Ballard/N'W Seattle Tuesday, May 2, 7 pm
Margaret Kitchell: MacKitchell@msn.com

Mercer Island/Eastside Wednesday, May 3, 7 pm
Betty Behmke: JohnBehmkel@comecast.net

Speciathnles to PugetBrass for bringing their talents to Plymouth 11 am service last Sunday!

Downtown #1 Thursday, May 4, 6 pm
Plymouth, Hildebrand Hall (bring own dinner):
JCastle@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org

PugetBrass Band was formed in 1999 and has been Band-
In-Residence at Plymouth since February 2006. This British
style brass band is modeled after bands that originated in the

West Seattle Saturday, May 6, 3 pm mid-1800’s in Great Britain, consisting of a specific group of
Beverly and Larry Buehler: BevandLarryare@comcast.net brass instruments plus percussion that number up to 30 players.
South Seattle Saturday, May 6, 3 pm Members, all volunteers, hail from Seattle, Tacoma, the
Elizabeth and Jonathan Maher: BoathouseMaher@yahoo.com Eastside, as far as Monroe, Puyallup and Poulsbo, and practice

at Plymouth every Tuesday evening. Director is Dr. John
Falskow, Chairman of the Music Dept. at Tacoma Community

‘ . College. A long-standing tradition, PugetBrass provides music
net, CourtneyHashimoto@gmail.com accompaniment at Plymouth the Sunday after Easter. 4

Downtown #2 Thursday, May 11, 6 pm
Dlysrusunt, Eiflebnatb il [eing own dimem BU DGETS_ARE MORAL DOCUME NTS
The US Budget is a moral document. As people of faith,
JCastle@PlymouthChurchSeattle.org ) . )
we ask Congress to reject cuts to lifesaving programs and

NE Seattle Wednesday, May 10, 7 pm
Rosemary and Courtney Hashimoto: R hashimoto@comcast.

These conversations offer opportunities for input and dialogue designate 1% for foreign assistance. Sign a petition to Congress
in preparation for two all-congregation votes scheduled for at Plymouth this Sunday, write a letter or use the digital option.
(1) 12:15 pm, Sunday, May 21 (with lunch) to vote on by- Insert bread.org/eol into your browser. Input your name, address
laws and adopt collaborative ministry; (2) 12:15 pm, Sunday, and zip code (add a line or personalize the email) the system
June 11 (with lunch) to vote on calling Rev. Kelle Brown and automatically emails both your senators and representative —
Rev. Steven Davis to serve as Plymouth Church’s ministerial three letters with the push of one button! See a sample letter at
leadership. —Al Wallace, Plymouth Church Moderator 4 PlymouthChurchSeattle.org. 4
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